
Dresden Planning Board 
P. O. Box 30 

Dresden, Maine  04342 
Meeting minutes for Monday,  August 15, 2022 

 
Present – Jeff Pierce (Chairman), Peter Elvin, Dawn Pallis, and Jeff Holmes.   
Others present – Chelsea & Evan Esancy (applicant), Kevin & Nancy Campbell (abutters), 
Carol & William Wheeler (2nd applicants), Gorham Lilly (resident), and Shari Lilly 
(recording secretary).   
 
Meeting was opened at 6:42 p.m. by Chairman, Jeff Pierce due to the extended site walk.   
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
It was voted to waive the order of the agenda to begin the public hearing. 
 
ITEM #1 - Public Hearing - Chelsea Esancy -Proposed Dog Boarding/Kennel - 301 
Calls' Hill Road - Map R-08, Lot 12.1.  Ms. Esancy gave a brief summary of her business 
she has been doing in Bowdoinham.  Now that she lives in Dresden, she wants to move her 
business here.  She said her hours of operation would be from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.  Dogs would 
be able to be outside until dusk.  However, it would be different in the winter. 
Jeff P. asked about overnight stays.  Ms. Esancy said she would like to have up to 12.  She 
added that more would not be probable.  Jeff P. then asked about the daytime 'doggie 
daycare'.  Ms. Esancy said she would have about 20, adding that the State does not set a 
limit.  Jeff then asked if that would be her realistic number.  Ms. Esancy said that is what she 
could do reasonably.   
Dawn asked the size of the building she would have.  Ms. Esancy replied it would be 14' x 
22'.  The dogs would have a kennel tray and their own items/blankets; depends on what 
they bring.  Peter noted that she indicated fourteen (14) kennels to which Ms. Esancy said 
she can bring down more depending on the size of the dogs.   
Ms. Esancy continued by noting that if the temps are below 32 degrees, the dogs are only 
outside for up to 45 minutes for some exercise and other business. 
Jeff P. said if she decides to go bigger, she would have to come back to the PB.  He told her 
she would have to decide if she wants to go bigger and put that as her goal.  If she starts out 
small, she can't go bigger without approval.  However, if she puts the larger size for 
expectations, she can start out small and then have room to expand.  It was then decided to 
go with a 60' x 100' area.  This gives her 6,000 sf.  It also makes the figures clearer for 
everyone. 
Jeff P. asked her about disposal of dog waste.  Ms. Esancy said she has a dumpster from 
Riverside Disposal that she pays extra for.  She will need to put the waste into bags and then 
put them in the dumpster. 
Water supply.  Ms. Esancy said she does not plan on a well.  She will have a holding tank. 
Power will come from a pole near the residence and hopefully will be able to put 
underground.  She will also have a HVAC. 
Noise concerns.  Ms. Esancy has talked to her neighbors about that issue.  She added that 
nuisance barking will not be tolerated.  Usually that only happens at drop off or pick ups.  If 



they do bark, they will go inside. 
Jeff asked if she has talked to the State about changing her license to the Dresden location.  
Ms. Esancy said she has done that.  She is hoping to have it taken care before her present 
license expires in December.  
With nothing further from the Board at this time, Jeff opened the public hearing at 7:00 
p.m. explaining the process for those present. 
Asking for anyone who wants to speak for the project, there was no one. 
Asking for anyone who wants to speak against the project, there was no one. 
Asking for anyone who wants to speak for/against the project, there was no one. 
Nancy Campbell mentioned that in her plan it mentions breeding and asked if she was going 
to do breeding at the Dresden location.  Ms. Esancy replied that she would be, but only for 
her personal dogs which would have nothing to do with the daycare or boarding kennel.  
They do not get mixed with the other dogs.  Mrs. Campbell then asked if there will be 
puppies there?  Ms. Esancy said the puppies would not be in the kennel, they will be kept in 
the house.  She added that they usually have only had one litter a year to keep their breed 
going.  She also has a waiting list for the puppies.  
With no other questions or comments from the public, the hearing was closed at 7:05 p.m. 
Jeff said that the Board has heard all the questions and comments and will take them into 
consideration. 
He advised Ms. Esancy that there should not be any single incident of barking for more than 
15 minutes.  Any complaints would be handled by the CEO with the towns meter to register 
the noise level from the property lines.   
Jeff stated that this is an allowable activity in the Rural Living District which includes 
Commercial Kennels with a Conditional Use Permit.  He said stated this is a completed 
application.  He acknowledged the great job she had done on her plan packet.  She included 
a numerous amount of positive letters of support including one from our CEO.   
Conditions to be included on the CUP. 
Maximum overnight would be 12, daycare/kennel max would be 20. 
Area would be 60' x 100' (6,000 sf) 
Peter asked if there would be any setbacks.  Jeff P. replied nothing within 20'.  The fence can 
go on the line as per our ordinances and State requirements.  Ms. Esancy asked if the 
fencing could be any type of material such as wood, metal, ect.  Jeff said would could also 
help to cut down on sound.  It should be a 8', 6000 sf of sound-deading fence.   
Applicant to provide a copy of the contract for waste disposal with Riverside Disposal. 
No breeding at the facility.   
CEO to do an inspection. 
Peter noted many concerns were the numbers, but he likes the numbers Jeff P. has set for 
overnight guests and the daycare attendance. 
There will be a 14' x 22' building; 14 kennels.  Peter added that he likes these numbers and 
he's pleased with Ms. Esancy's response to concerns from the neighbors. 
Ms. Esancy asked if berms would work around there to help with the sound.  Jeff P. said 
yes, but it could be costly, plus, she would still need to put up a fence for the safety of the 
animals.  However, any plantings near the lines would be an asset to her and the neighbors. 
Dawn moved to approve the application as presented; Jeff Holmes seconded the motion 



with the conditions.  The motion passed by a show of hands from all those present and 
voting.  Jeff P. will have the CUP for her as soon as he can, but wants the copy of the 
contract with Riverside to be put into the file.  Good luck on your business. 
 

Review minutes of August 01, 2022 - Dawn pointed out a needed word correction for the 
following:  "She added that nothing has every been said from the town nor from the animal 
control officer.  Peter made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected; Dawn seconded 
and the motion passed by a show of hands from all those present and voting.   
 
ITEM #2 – Carol Wheeler - Proposed Campground Wheeler Road (off Calls' Hill 
Road) - Mrs. Wheeler has presented her project packet.  Summarizing for the Board, they 
plan on havng 5 'wilderness' campsites and 5 RV sites.  The State has the application.  She 
has a contract for a port-a-toilet company.  They have a 225 gallon tank to get rid of waste 
water instead of an HH200.  This will be more advantageous in regard to contamination.  
They plan to build a storage area and have a covered area for the patrons. 
Jeff P. made a motion to accept this as a completed application; Dawn seconded and the 
motion was passed by a show of hands. 
A site walk will be held on September 29th at 5:30 p.m.  Mrs. Wheeler asked if she would 
need to bring anything, but Jeff told her she wouldn't as the Board has her completed 
packet.  The site walk will be checking out the area and making sure all the issues are 
covered that are in the plans.  Then the public hearing will be held at 6:30 p.m. when the 
public can ask questions and give concerns before the Board makes their decision.  He told 
her that all the abutting landowners will be notified of the site walk and public hearing.     

 
ITEM #3 -  Solar installations/ordinance - This issue will be discussed at each meeting 
to keep it active.  Steve & Jeff notified the Board of Selectmen, at their meeting, the PB is 
working on an ordinance for this.   
Asked if we want to regulate residential, the members agree we shouldn't.  When asked if we 
want to regulate Commercial solar (anything over 50 homes sharing panels), all members 
agree absolutely.  Asked if we want to definitely have an ordinance on industrial solar, all 
members agreed we should definitely.   Jeff P. suggested looking at the ordinances from 
Bethel and Otisfield.  He noted that Bethel has one of the best. 
Do we want to make it so the pollinators can get under the panels?  All agreed yes.  The 
should be at least 6' to 8' high which would help with any land issues.   
Gravel underneath should be graded. 
Have to be bonded. 
New owners would have to remove them and replenish the land within 365 days. 
Bonding will cover in case the owners should leave town. 
Jeff P. added that some solar is leased and not owned by the landowners, so we would need 
to consider that.  He also said we need to have a recycling compound.  He wants everyone 
to look them over for the next meeting; bring your ideas.  There will be no solar applications 
taken until a vote has been acquired. 
 

ITEM #4 - Old Business  - a.) Business License Ordinance - Table of Contents - Steve 



has provided everyone with a 'revised' reference sheet that the members can check out for 
any suggested changes.  Steve has changed the language on Page 2; section 1.1   
A & B - Steve has changed the necessary verbage. 
B.  Any inspections required by State, Federal or Municipal licenses must give a report to this Board and the 
Town Licensing Entity - i.e. Marijuana facilities, daycare, etc.    
A.  Valid Occupancy Permit - Strike the word Occupancy and replace with Compliance. 

 
ITEM #5 - Other Business  - None at this time. 
 
ITEM #6 –  Adjournment - Peter motioned; Dawn seconded.  So voted at 8:00 p.m. 

 
       Respectfully submitted, 


