
Dresden Planning Board 
P. O. Box 30 

Dresden, Maine  04342 
Meeting minutes for Monday,  July 18, 2022 

 
Present – Jeff Pierce (Chairman), Dan Hanley (Vice Chairman), Peter Elvin, Dawn Pallis, 
Steve Stone and Jeff Holmes. 
Teresa Simpson was absent.    
Others present – Carol Wheeler (applicant), Bethany Jones (applicant), Evan Houk (LCNews) 
and Shari Lilly (recording secretary).   
 
Meeting was opened at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman, Jeff Pierce.   The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited. 
 
ITEM #1 - Review minutes of June 20, 2022 - Steve made a motion to approve the minutes 
as written; Peter seconded and the motion passed by a show of hands from all those present 
and voting.   
 
ITEM #2 – Carol Wheeler - Proposed Campground Wheeler Road (off Calls' Hill 
Road) - Mrs. Wheeler stated they have contacted the State of Maine who suggested the 
wilderness campground would be the best way to begin as they would not need to have water 
hookup.  They plan to have space for a few RVs and the rest of the area would be 'wilderness' 
sites.  In regard to sanitation, they plan to have portable toilets, perhaps from Ideal Portable 
Toilets, Inc.  There will be a 'dry well' so people can do dishes, etc.  Jeff P. suggested they get a 
contract for the toilets.  He asked if there would be any bathing which Ms. Wheeler replied 
there wouldn't as it would be a wilderness campground.  She added that when talking to the 
State, they were told to contact the Planning Board before going any further with an 
application to the State.  She continued by saying they plan to have five (5) to twenty-four (24) 
sites.  Jeff P. said the Board would need to have an exact number such as Wilderness campsites 
would be five (5) or could have five (5) RV and the rest wilderness.  When asked how many 
people can use a port-a-toilet, Ms. Wheeler wasn't sure, but said the company would come 
every Wednesday to change and clean it.  Asked how the wilderness campers would do their 
dishes, Ms. Wheeler said that the town CEO suggested having a 'dry well'.   
Jeff P. told her they will need to have a soil tester and do a test.  Also will have to have a form 
HH200.  That tells you how many people and how much water.  Jeff offered to proved some 
names of soil analysts.  She will then need to provide all the info and their plan to the PB. 
When asked about power, Ms. Wheeler said there will not be any power at this time.  She 
added that many RVs are sellf-contained.  However, they may add power later for larger RVs.   
Jeff asked if there was any questions from the Board members.  They all agreed they had none 
at this time.  Ms. Wheeler will need to have a design for the drywell.  Dan did then have a 
question as to any plans for signage.  Ms. Wheeler said no plans at this time.  Jeff P. said she 
will need to consider that and also, contact her insurance company.  He added that the PB will 
need to have a completed application.  Steve mentioned that the town does have a sign 
ordinance which could help with her decision.  
Is was asked if it will still be wilderness if they add power later on, to which the response was it 
would.  Jeff P. added that it would be in their best interest to do this project in two (2) phases. 



For her next meeting, Ms. Wheeler will need to have a copy of their application to the State for 
RVs. 
A copy of her deed. 
Payment made to the Town. (done) 
An HH200 soils test person. 
A contract with a sanitation company. 
A sign design. 
If the project is done in phases; such as wilderness first, RV next, she'll need to provide the 
phase 2 information for our packet. 
When each phase is complete, the town CEO will check all requirements and let the PB know.  
Any conditions placed on this project will be verified by the CEO.  Jeff P. told Mrs. Wheeler 
that when all the information is ready, contact him and we'll have a meeting on the project, 
plan a site-walk and public hearing.   
Steve mentioned that if they increase their sites, it could warrant more in the area of a waste 
system and water usage.  He added that on pages 34-36 of the Dresden Land Use Ordinances 
you will find specifics on the size for signs. 

 
ITEM #3 - Graham Blanchette (Representing Bethany Jones) - Lilly Subdivision property 
transfer.  Mr. Blanchette is here with Mrs. Jones to request the purchase of land from an 
abutting landowner of Mrs. Jones. which is a part of the Lilly Subdivision on Route 197.  It is a 
.34 acre piece which would be purchased from Melissa James (Mrs. Jones' mother).  This 
purchase would not change the area nor create a new lot.  It would just change the dimensions 
of the abutters lot and that of Mrs. Jones.  Jeff P. asked them why they didn't want to go to the 
granite.  Mr. Blanchette said it is due to the road frontage.  He added that the only change 
would be to the deeds.  Jeff P. asked him if he was able to obtain a Mylar.  Mr. Blanchette said 
that he did. 
Steve asked about the driveway entrance.  Mr. Blanchette & Mrs. Jones noted there is an existing 
easement with Melissa James which will not change anything.  Jeff P. informed them that this 
will become one big lot; it will not be a separate lot.  Both Mr. Blanchette and Mrs. Jones 
concurred.  Jeff P. then made a motion to approve the transfer which was seconded by Dan.  
Jeff P. requested a copy of the new deed which will be all of the area combined on one lot and 
it will be under one owner..  A change of condition will be prepared for Mrs. Jones.  The new 
deed will be written up as one lot; no separate parcels.  Mr. Blanchette said he will make sure 
it's done that way.  It will then be recorded in that manner.  He then mentioned that in 1974, 
the subdivision, he didn't think, had been approved, but Jeff P. said he did find paperwork in 
the town office that did indicate it was approved back then.  With nothing further, the Board 
members unanimously approved the transfer as presented by a show of hands from all those 
present and voting. 

 
ITEM #4 - Old Business  - a.) Business License/fees & regulations - Steve brought some 
information that gives a table of contents for this ordinance.  He only had a few copies, but he 
also thinks that it will be a good idea to go through each one and create the best for Dresden.  
He suggested going through each bullet point and then we can compile the ones that would be 
the best fit for us. 
Peter asked if we are doing a new business license.  Jeff P. said we already did one that was 
passed at the special town meeting.  This would give more clarification and be a better guide 



for the town office. 
<For discussion - Have a license expiration - probably set it for March each year. 
<Have a date of issuance - note that it wouldn't need to renew in March if recently obtained 
 within a month prior the renewal date.   
<People would have the ability to appeal if they feel it is necessary. 
We can do sections at our meetings.  It was agreed to do sections 1 & 2 on our next agenda. 
Dan asked who would 'police' the licenses?  Jeff P. said it's up to the Select Board as this is 
their issue and should be part of their job. 
Dawn asked, what if you aren't doing anything right now, but want to keep your business 
license?  Jeff P. said to just pay a renewal fee each year.  It doesn't mean you have to open your 
doors, but will keep your business on the books.  He added that we have a number of 
businesses on the books that aren't even in operation.  One is a daycare that hasn't been in 
business for at least 15 years. 
Steve said there are various scenarios that we can look at for businesses.  These will be the 
discussions we'll have as we go through the list. 
b.)  Richard Condon - Nothing from Mr. Condon. 
c.)  Dan Hanley & Steve Stone have both been sworn in to continue on the PB. 
 
ITEM #5 - New Business – a.)  Steve has suggested that the Board talks about 'solar farms' 
as they are becoming an issue.  There are now more than 490 acres of them.  A number of our 
members agreed they would like to see a moratorium on this issue for Dresden.  Steve added 
how many places have solar farms and pointed out that the largest one is in Farmington, 
Maine.  Not only do they affect an area due to the size of them, but there isn't any place to get 
rid of them after their 25-year lifespan.  Steve said some areas are putting conditions as to the 
height of the panels and the use of the ground under them.  This will be another issue we can 
look into. 

 
ITEM #6 - Other Business  - None at this time. 
 
ITEM #5 –  Adjournment - Dan motioned; Peter seconded.  So voted at 8:00 p.m. 

 
       Respectfully submitted, 


