
Dresden Planning Board 
P. O. Box 30 

Dresden, Maine  04342 
Meeting minutes for Monday, May 02, 2022 

 

Present – Jeff Pierce (Chairman), Dan Hanley (Vice Chairman), Peter Elvin, Dawn Pallis, Steve Stone. 
Teresa Simpson was absent.   We currently have a vacancy due to the resignation of Jay Cummings. 
Others present – Jeff & Linda Biden (applicants), Jeff Bickford (applicant) and Shari Lilly (recording 
secretary).   
 
NOTE:  As per order of the CDC and the Governor, CoVid-19 guidelines are no longer in effect. 
 
Meeting was opened at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman, Jeff Pierce.   The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
ITEM #1 - Review minutes of April 04, 2022 (No meeting on April 18 due to Patriot's Day 
Holiday)   - Peter made a motion to approve the minutes as written; Dan seconded and the motion 
passed by a show of hands from all those present and voting.  Also noted was the resignation of Jay 
Cummings. 
 
ITEM #2 – King Life Church (formerly Freedom Center) - Jeff Bickford is here to represent the 
request from the King Life Church.  He has provided a letter from the paster giving him permission to 
to speak on their behalf.  He has also given a check to cover the application fee.  Mr. Bickford is a 
member of this newly-created church here in town.  The main campus is in Oakland, but they have 
recently inherited this property from the previous owner, Jan Burns who had been the creator of the 
former Freedom Center.  Right now it is only being used for small ministry groups.  They didn't realize 
the permit had expired.  He added that it is only being used by the present members.  There are no 
rentals or people living there, but there may be a few times will someone may have a stay-over.  There 
will be a few youth retreats who will come to have a few group events, but that's it for now.  There may 
be some services in the future once things are more settled. 
Jeff P. gave a brief summary of what the former use of the building was.  When the owner, Jan Burns, 
passed away, the permit automatically expired, so there can be no use under that permit.  He added that 
there would only be caretakers or such that may stay on occasion.  Knowing that the previous use 
covered many of the things this will do, it was asked if the Board wants to do a site walk or just make 
an executive decision to allow this as just a change of use as we are all familiar with the building?  Steve 
asked if we would need to notify abutters, etc. if it's a change of use?  Jeff P. said only if they were 
planning to have events where they may charge.  Right now, it's only for gatherings or such.  Maybe in 
the future, they will have to address it if they start to have church congregations.  They're not talking 
about events or renting it out Jeff P. added.  If they want to plan events in the future or rent it out, that 
would be different.  Steve said, at this point, we probably don't need a site walk, but if they want to add 
others, then they will have to come back.  All members are in agreement that we will not need a 
sitewalk.  Jeff P. will get a letter out to the CEO indicating the decision of this Board.  He then made a 
motion to approve the decision; Dawn seconded and approval was unanimous by show of hands from 
all those present and voting.  
 

ITEM #3 - PROPOSED OPEN-AIR FARM STAND - MEG KONKOL (REBECCA ST. 
CLAIR) - MAP 06, LOT 070 - 310 PATTERSON ROAD - No applicants were in attendance.  Jeff 
told the members that Ms. Konkol has a deed and an email of confirmation.  However, there is no 
application filled out and no letter of permission from Rebecca Saint Clair.  Jeff will send an email 
requesting that she submit a site plan review application and a letter from Mrs. Saint Clair giving Ms. 
Konkol permission to act on her behalf.   
 



ITEM #4 - JEFF & LINDA BIDEN - 89 HUNTER ROAD - REQUEST FOR EXPANSION 
OF STORAGE FACILITY LOCATED AT 438 MIDDLE ROAD - MAP 06, LOT 14 - Jeff & 
Linda Biden would like to expand the existing storage facility on their Middle Road property by adding 
on a 100' x 40' extension to the backside of the storage facility.  Each unit will be a 10' x 10'.  There will 
be no water or bathroom facilities.  Jeff P. asked if there would be a parking problem, but as it isn't 
significantly busy, it is felt the existing parking lot would suffice.   When asked how many units it would 
be, Mr. Biden said about 29.  Jef P. said we do have a parking limitation, but doesn't feel there is any 
concern.  They do have room enough for a tractor-trailer to turn around. Dan asked if there would be 
doors.  Mr. Biden said there will be two (2) emergency exits.  Steve said that as we had been given the 
information, seen the building previously, and was involved as far as having been asked for the 
expansion at a previously, he feels there is no sense to spend time on this as it had been discussed 
before and doesn't need anything further.  Jeff P. added that there really isn't any change of use; it's just 
an expansion.  As the previous request had expired, the Bidens need to renew their proposal.  Steve 
made a motion to approve the request as an expansion to an existing building and does not need any 
further conditions.  Peter seconded the mtoion which passed unanimously by a show of hands from all 
those present and voting.  A letter of confirmation for the expansion will be drawn up.  
     
Old Business  - a.)  DLU Ordinances - Steve is working on a draft for the business permit.  Jeff said 
that due to circumstances, the Select Board has wanted the PB to draw up an ordinance.  Steve added 
he has been looking into how other towns have theirs written up.  He mentioned that if we don't have 
our ordinances posted the same in all places, whether it be on our website, etc, we're not keeping things 
balanced.  He will bring his draft to the Board members.  Jeff said the Select Board has chosen a date 
which he will send out to the PB. 
b.)  Richard Condon - There has been no response from Mr. Condon after the letter of approval to 
bring his crusher to the pit was sent to him. 
 
ITEM #3 - New Business – a.)  None. 
 

ITEM #4 - Other Business  - Cable problems - Jeff has talked to the Select Board who told him 
there is a group working to get grant funding for cable internet.  He mentioned that Star Link is one 
people could check with.  Steve mentioned Red Zone who has a tower here in town. 
 
ITEM #5 –  Adjournment - Dan motioned; Steve seconded.  So voted at 7:25 p.m. 

 
       Respectfully submitted, 


