
Dresden Planning Board 
P. O. Box 30 

Dresden, Maine  04342 
Meeting minutes for Wednesday**,  November 09, 2022 

 
Present –  Dan Hanley (Vice Chair),  Teresa Simpson, Steve Stone and Peter Elvin. 
Absent was Jeff Pierce (Chairman), Dawn Pallis, Jeff Holmes.   
Others present – Alec Welsh (LCNews), and Shari Lilly (recording secretary).   
 
Meeting was opened at 6:30 p.m. by Vice Chairman, Dan Hanley.   The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited. 
 
ITEM #1 - Review minutes of October 24, 2022 - Peter moved to accept the minutes as 
written; Teresa seconded. The motion was approved by a show of hands from all those present 
and voting.  
 

ITEM #2 - Old Business - Workshop - a.)  Business License Guidelines - Steve reported 
that he and Jeff Pierce had taken the proposed ordinance to the Select Board meeting for their 
review.  He added that the only changes to be made now will be updating the present business 
license of which he provided a sample.  It's just a matter of changing some of the wording. 
b.)  Solar installations/ordinance - Steve also reported that they had presented the SB with 
the proposed solar ordinance.  Dan reminded all that we do plan to do a survey to be sent out 
to all the residents.  Steve mentioned that he and Jeff asked the Selectmen about appropriating 
money to send out the survey.  Teresa asked how many questions should be on it.  Dan asked 
who would develop the questions.  Steve said, we will work on that.  Dan then asked how 
many questions had been on the school survey and was told there were ten (10).  We can all 
suggest what questions should be on it.  Some members have talked to other towns such as 
Lowell, Belgrade and Otisfield.  Dan said he had talked with the Wiscasset Business Board as 
well as someone from the State level to gather some information which he has already 
suggested to Chairman, Jeff Pierce, that we should consider.  Teresa said we should also 
educate the people as well as get input from them.  Steve noted that some towns have 
incorporated this into their existing ordinances.  We could ask people if they want to include 
the ordinance to specify the different types of districts in Dresden; i.e. Village, Rural, 
Shoreland, etc.  Steve said his original paper on the definitions is what could be some of his 
questions.  In referencing those from other towns, he noted how lengthy they are.  One issue is 
that we should require buffers to help keep the visibility of a solar area to the minimum.  Steve 
said there are specific regulations in many towns.  Teresa said we need to focus on what is 
going to keep this town's beauty as it is.  Dan mentioned that the previous Comprehensive Plan 
had provided to protect our area from such things as over-building in large fields.  Steve said 
there may be areas such as old landfills or abandoned areas that could be used for something 
such as solar (referencing the one in Woolwich).  Peter mentioned that with the division of 
land into 1 or 2 acre lots, he would prefer seeing them under the power lines.  Teresa also said 
that some farmers may feel it's more monetarily worth it to allow the solar which would give 
them more income than what they could get if they were farming.  Steve mentioned that one 
issue of contention is that people do not want someone to tell them what they can and can't do 



with their property.  That's why we need to make the wording very important.  Peter also 
mentioned Jeff P. said that we should also include a minimum height for preserving the 
ground.  Dan gave a reference to the one at Coastal Rivers noting how well done that is.  Peter 
added that we should require a bond on solar to be removed after the 15-year life span.  Steve 
said the State has that written.  Peter then asked if that's a bond or funding.  Steve replied that 
it's a bond and they have a plan for reclamation.  Teresa said we could incorporate it into an 
extra page for the survey.  Steve asked all members present to review the questions that he has 
provided.  Dan asked if we should include something for farmland?  It was suggested to 
include the words "Would you support" on the survey.  Dan wants to include protecting our 
scenic areas.  We will table the question regarding the various districts until we can research 
more on the areas.  Peter feels we should incorporate wording of "Restoration & Reclamation" 
as Steve suggested.  We should have our questions ready for our next meeting which will be on 
December 14th.  (Note: no meeting on November 23 due to Thanksgiving.)  Steve will forward 
all of his information to Shari to be distributed to all members.  Members not present at this 
meeting will be asked to add any questions they may have.  
 

ITEM #3 - New Business - None.  Dan did ask if anyone had heard whether Jeff P. had 
talked to our CEO about the new owner of the Condon Pit on Ludwig Road which had been 
mentioned previously.  Jeff P. has not said if he has or not.  
 

ITEM #4 - Other Business  - None.  Reminder - We will meet on Wednesday, December 14, 
but not on Wednesday, December 28th due to the New Year's holiday. 
 

ITEM #5 - Adjournment - Peter motioned; Teresa seconded.  So voted at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 

 
       Respectfully submitted, 
       Shari Lilly (Recording Secretary) 
 
 
 
 
 


