
Dresden Planning Board 
P. O. Box 30 

Dresden, Maine  04342 
Meeting minutes for Monday,  October 17, 2022 

 
Present – Jeff Pierce (Chairman), Dan Hanley (Vice Chair), Dawn Pallis, Teresa Simpson, and 
Steve Stone. 
Absent were Peter Elvin and Jeff Holmes.   
Others present – Evan Houk (LCNews), and Shari Lilly (recording secretary).   
 
Meeting was opened at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman, Jeff Pierce.   The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited. 
 
ITEM #1 - Review minutes of September 19, 2022 (No meeting on October 03, 2022) - 
Steve made a motion to accept the minutes as written; Dan seconded. The motion was 
approved by a show of hands from all those present and voting.  
 

ITEM #2 - Workshop - a.)  Business License Guidelines - Steve said we are very close to 
wrapping this up.  He passed out copies of the proposed wording for discussion.  He started by 
indicating the articles that had been previously discussed and approved.  Moving on to the next 
sections. 
  
3.3.1 - 'Select Board decision' section will be moved to 3.7.  The 'Business License owners'   
section will be listed under 3.9 
  
3.4 - Conditional Use Permit (CUP) is incorporated in this section. 
 

3.6 - Public Hearing - Steve couldn't find anything in the DLUO that gave reference to this.  
He asked the Secretary where the guidelines are from that she uses for public notices that are 
posted for the Planning Board.  She was unsure of where it originally came from, but will get 
the information for him.   Jeff asked if it should be put under DLUO or use the State of Maine 
Standards.  Steve then asked if we should list it as 3.5. 
Page 64; Section 5 - Question as to who would require having a public hearing.  Jeff said the 
people who come to the PB for a CUP already get a public hearing.  Steve wants to know what 
the business is to warrant requiring a public hearing for a business license.  He just wants to 
have clarification on this.  Jeff replied that a business that needs a CUP would have a public 
hearing.  A business that doesn't require a CUP can be issued a license at a Select Board 
meeting which is a public meeting.  Steve then read the requirements section to which Jeff 
added to include the wording 'in accordance with DLUO'.  He also added that the Select Board 
would have the chance to deny an application.   
 

3.7 - The Select Board shall have 15 business days to decide on the following: 
 3.7.1 - Approval 
 3.7.2 - Denial 
 3.7.3 - Appeal - Appeals may be presented to the Dresden Board of Appeals in 



accordance 
  with DLUO. 
3.8   Removed 
3.9   Enforcement 
3.9.1 - Enforcement Responsibility - Businesses such as medical marijuana, etc. would be under 
the State of Maine enforcement.  Jeff suggested changing the wording to say enforcement by 
the CEO or other licensing authorities.  That way we're not limited.   
 

3.9.2 - Enforcement Actions - Accepted as written. 
 A.  Reminders - Expiration Notices will be sent thirty (30) days prior to the license 
 expiration.  This will stay as it is written. 
 B.    Notice of Violation - Business licenses that exceed the thirty days from the date of 
the  notice, shall be turned over to the designated authority for further actions.   
 C.   Board of Selectmen's Actions - Remove wording of public hearing/public notice.  
The  rest of this will stay as written.  The following may also be applied within these actions. 
  1.  Suspend License -  As written. 
  2.  Revoke License - As written. 
  3.  Prosecute - As written. 
  4.  PB Action (New add) - The Select Board may send the CUP back to the PB 
for   further action. 
 

Steve also advised everyone that he has a couple of other items for discussion at the next 
meeting.  Jeff asked Steve to email his draft so all members have the chance to do a final review 
and can finish reviewing at the next meeting, finalize the wording and then he can get it to the 
Select Board.  He added that many of the license requirements are enforced by the State; such 
as medical marijuana, daycares or food service.  He also said that with the various types of 
business, including home business, there really isn't a clear definition of what is classified as a 
business.   
 

 

ITEM #3 - Solar installations/ordinance - Jeff doesn't have any info tonight, but we are 
still under a moritorium in regard to any applications.  Some members have also been checking 
with other towns.  Steve asked if we do have a moritorium as we haven't put anything in 
writing, but Jeff told him that the Select Board has been notified that the PB will not entertain 
any applications as we are working on guidelines for an ordinance.  That now creates a 
moritorium.  Steve said we could just tell the Town that we will not allow Commercial or 
Industrial Solar in Dresden.  Teresa asked if we havce a time line to get something ready for the 
public.  Jeff said not really.  Teresa then asked if it had to be ready for the next town meeting.  
Jeff said we should be able to have it ready by then or even before.  Steve mentioned that some 
towns he had talked to said it's a very contentious issue.  Many are not happy with a large solar 
farm or the damage they can do, but they do not have anything in place to stop it.  He added 
that we should not do anything to stop residential installations.  All members agree on that.  
Jeff also mentioned that no one has mentioned the issue of cell towers in the same reference, 
but probably because they're two very different things.  Steve recommended that we have a 
public hearing.  Jeff replied that we should first do the definitions for the three (3) types - 
residential, commercial, and/or industrial.  Steve added that we are actually just saying we will 



only permit residential solar.  Jeff said that we need to begin with the definitions and then work 
from that and can prepare to get the public involved.  Steve suggested having a 10-point 
questionnaire to send out.  All members can come up with questions to be presented. 
As an example, Dan asked how the panels at Goranson's Farm would be classified.  Jeff said 
they are considered residential as they only supply their own buildings.   
Steve will do the definitions. 
 

ITEM #4 - New Business - None. 
 

 
ITEM #5 - Other Business  - a.)  Jeff notified the group that Richard Condon has sold his 
pit on Ludwig Road to a contractor from Augusta so we will not have any further contact with 
him.  Jeff also recommended to our CEO that he inform the new owner of the set backs that 
need to be made.  He will also need to have a new owner-of-record and CUP change. 
b.)  Jeff suggested that we change our meeting night as Mondays just isn't working out for us.  
Not only is it difficult to get paperwork, etc from the town office as it is closed on Mondays, 
but some of the members have issues as well.  As it always had worked out well to have 
meetings on Tuesdays, it was agreed to meet on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month.  
However, with voting, holidays and other circumstances, we will have a meeting on Monday, 
October 24, to finish up the business license ordinance.  We will then make the change for 
moving forward on the previously mentioned Tuesday schedule.   
 

Next Monday, Steve will have a final draft of definitions.  Members will make a final vote on 
the ordinance and then Jeff will present it to the Select Board. 
 
ITEM #6 –  Adjournment - Teresa motioned; Steve seconded.  So voted at 8:00 p.m. 

 
       Respectfully submitted, 


