
Dresden Planning Board 
P. O. Box 30 

Dresden, Maine  04342 
Meeting minutes for Monday,  October 24, 2022 

 
Present – Jeff Pierce (Chairman), Dan Hanley (Vice Chair), Dawn Pallis, Teresa Simpson, 
Steve Stone and Peter Elvin. 
Absent was Jeff Holmes.   
Others present – Evan Houk (LCNews), and Shari Lilly (recording secretary).   
 
Meeting was opened at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman, Jeff Pierce.   The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited. 
 
ITEM #1 - Review minutes of October 17, 2022 - Steve made a motion to accept the 
minutes as written; Dan seconded. The motion was approved by a show of hands from all 
those present and voting.  
 

ITEM #2 - Workshop - a.)  Business License Guidelines - Dawn suggested that the Select 
Board have 15 days to respond and that any CUP issue would come back to the PB. 
Steve began to present his proposals for this ordinance to get feedback from members.  (Note:  
Reference to these can be found in the proposed ordinance.) 

 

1.1 - Purpose - This will remain as written. 
2.4 - "In accordance with DLUO business permit ordinance" - scratch the word permit; get rid 
of 'new'; replace permit with 'license', then put 'as amended'. 
 

Peter mentioned the sample license doesn't have all the information that we are discussing that 
should be on the business license; such as the type of business, owner info, etc.  It was said that 
it could be changed to list all of that information.  Peter then added that the license should 
have the same information as the business application.  Steve said that we will request the 
business license have the same as the application.   
Also, the dates should be reversed with the issuance date on the top and the expiration date on 
the bottom. 
Peter also suggested that the license should have signature lines for each of the Select Board 
members; i.e. 1st, 2nd, 3rd as those may change at election time. 
 

 2.6 - Application Fees - As voted by the town or can be changed by the Select  
  Board 
 2.8 - Effective Date Enacted - October 24, 2022 
 
Section 3 - 
 3.1 - Application Procedures - As written. 
 3.2 - Submittal of Application - As written. 
 3.3.2 - License Renewal - No later than thirty (30) days prior to the expiration.   
 3.3.3 - State Authorization - The wording of 'State program' should be State License 
 3.5 - Public Meeting - This will stop at 'procedures'.  The rest will be removed. 



  3.8 - Enforcement - CEO & other licensing authorities.  Must be in compliance  
  with any CUP (Conditional Use Permit). 
The Select Board will sign the business license.  If the business requires a CUP, the PB will 
approve that and then the Select Board will sign the license.  If it is an existing business, the 
owner will only need to fill out the license.  If the business only has a few months before the 
annual expiration date of March 1st, the SB will forgo the $10.00 fee unless it is a new license. 
 

3.6.1 - Approval - Jeff struck some of the wording at the end. 
3.7 - In Accordan with IAW - should be spelled out for clarity. 
3.9 - Enforcement - CEO or other authorities.  Steve will change the wording. 
Reminders- Keep as written. 
Notice of Violation - NOVOCA - Will remove and change to "Notice of Violation". (Page 8).  
Steve has changed the verbage for the Select Board actions. 
Penalties & Waivers - Steve used the wording from another town. 
Any person who violates may be subject to a penalty, depending on the circumstances.  Peter 
also added that the wording for the SB should be changed from 'shall' to 'may'.  Steve asked 
how you differentiate one case from another or if favoritism plays into it.  Dan and Teresa said 
it should be a 'case by case' decision.  
3.10 - Penalties can be waived if the license is renewed within thirty (30) days of the expiration.   
Jeff polled all the members as to if they want to keep the word 'shall' under penalties.  No one 
was in favor of that.  He asked if they prefer to change it to 'may' which all members were in 
agreement for the change. 
 

Section #4 - Definitions. 
Peter questioned the wording on this.  Jeff and Steve explained the reason is that the license 
holder cannot say they want to waive any violation, but should be the SB 'may' waive such 
violations, etc.  Steve will remove the first part of this and begin with 'The Select Board'.  The 
remainder of this will stay as written.  The word 'shall' will be changed to 'will' apply.   
Steve will revise for the changes, leave a copy for Jeff and turn one in to the town office.  He 
and Jeff will present it to the SB at their next meeting. 
 

 

ITEM #3 - Solar installations/ordinance - Steve & Jeff are going to attend the next Select 
Board meeting to ask for money to do a survey they want to send out to all residents asking for 
their input on a number of questions.  Steve has done a breakdown of the three (3) types of 
solar - residential, commercial, and industrial.   
Some proposed questions - #2 Restricting by zone.  Change this to 'Land Use District'.  Jeff 
said we will have samples of the questions to present to the SB, but we need to start with the 
definitions.  The sample questions will each have a stand-alone answer (Yes or No).  Peter 
suggested having a space for personal comment.  Jeff said it will have that also.   
Dan asked if Morris Farm would be considered Industrial.  Jeff replied that it is residential as it 
is for personal use.  Steve added that we shouldn't worry about residential.  Including the ones 
at Goranson Farm as that is for personal use only.   It as stated that Solar Co-ops would also be 
considered residential.  Steve then added that if the people voted to only have residential, it 
would make it easier to do the ordinance.  Teresa did add that Morris Farm also services some 
of the neighbors which will eventually include the new housing facility.  



 

ITEM #4 - New Business - None. 
 

ITEM #5 - Other Business  - Jeff suggested that we change our meeting night as it has 
become difficult for Monday meetings.  The town office is closed so no needed paperwork can 
be obtained and it makes it hard to be sure the minutes, etc. are getting to the members in time 
for the meetings.  He suggested either the first or third Thursday or on the second & fourth 
Wednesday.  The fire department has the first Wednesday for trainings, etc.   It was decided 
that the second and fourth Wednesday would work best for members.  Jeff will notify the town 
office.  Our first meeting date will be Wednesday, November 09, 2022.  The time will remain 
the same at 6:30 p.m.   We will NOT meet on November 23 due to Thanksgiving.  We will 
meet again on December 14th, but not on December 28th due to Christmas & New Years. 
 
ITEM #6 –  Adjournment - Dawn motioned; Dan seconded.  So voted at 8:05 p.m. 

 
       Respectfully submitted, 


