
Dresden Planning Board
P. O. Box 30

Dresden, Maine  04342
Meeting minutes for Monday, January 03, 2022

Present – Jeff Pierce (Chairman), Dan Hanley (Vice Chairman), Peter Elvin,  Jay Cummings, and
Dawn Pallis.
Teresa Simpson & Steve Stone were absent. 
Others present – Allan Moeller (3rd Selectman) and Shari Lilly (recording secretary).  

NOTE:  As per order of the CDC and the Governor, relaxed CoVid-19 guidelines are being applied.

Meeting was opened at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman, Jeff Pierce.   The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

ITEM #1 - Review minutes of December 20, 2021 - Peter made a motion to approve the minutes as
written; Dan seconded and the motion passed by a show of hands from those present and voting.

ITEM #2 –  Business permit ordinance - Jeff told the Board members that they have been requested
by the Select Board to review the business ordinance.  After doing research, he noted that there is
nothing showing in our ordinances, not even going back to 1998, in regard to the business permit
dates or renewal requirements.  He suggested started from the beginning by inserting wording into
our current ordinances.  He began by pointing to the list on Page 4, Sec. 2; under "Permits Required"
which should include

A.  Buildings
B.  C.U.P.
C.  Special 
D.  New Business permit required and/or business permit renewal. 

On Page 5 -  Sec.  6  -  Expiration  of  permits.   We need to put  an expiration  date  including  an
expiration of a CUP (Conditional Use Permit).  One question Jeff asked was, if we issue a permit
upon approval and if/when a business closes, should the business permit expire?  All members agree
it should.  Third Selectman, Allan Moeller, is here to represent the Select Board.  He asked if the PB
developed the paper he has brought to this meeting.  Jeff said he had looked at it and it's nothing he
had ever seen.  Mr. Moeller added there is nothing in our ordinances, but he had found this paper on
a shelf at the town office.  He added that he has never seen this before in the number of years he has
been a selectman nor when he was a member of the Planning Board.  There are no names or dates
on the paper and no way to know who actually developed this paper.  Mr Moeller then stated he
agrees with Jeff that we should do this from the beginning.  If we are going to require one business
do it, we need to be fair to everyone.  The new business permit was listed at $20.00 fee for the
permit on that paper.  However, Mr. Moeller said that the town charges $26.00.   Jeff suggested
charging $40.00 for the New Business Permit, then $10.00 for a renewal.  Allan agreed the $40.00
was fine for the first permit and maybe charge a $20.00 renewal fee.  He asked if we should check
with other towns to see what they charge.  (Dan said he would like to google this.)  Jeff said he just
wanted to work on the 'nuts & bolts' of this in order to have it ready to present at the next town
meeting.  He added that, once we have developed this, we will submit it to the Select Board for their
review.  He further added that some businesses, such as a home business, don't have to come to the
PB, so we need to have two different scenarios for the different businesses.  Jeff also mentioned that
the businesses that have closed would give us the opportunity to pull their files out clearing room in
our file cabinet.   Some, such as a subdivision, doesn't require any permit because they are not a
business.  Allan asked if the Board is saying that if someone has a business ongoing they will need to
renew their permit each year.  Jeff replied, yes, just as you have to register your vehicle each year.  It
will need to have the Select Board approval.  Jeff continued by saying anything with a CUP will need
to have approval, by signatures, of the members of the Planning Board before the Select Board will
grant a business permit.  Any business not needing PB approval can be approved by the SB at their



regular  meeting.   This  wording  would  be  in  Sect.  2  -  D -  Requiring  a  New Business  Permit  -
Businesses not requiring a CUP will  apply directly  through the Select  Board.  Jeff continued by
suggesting that a business renewal should be done at least a month prior to a tax commitment noting
that the Board had suggested that March would be a good time for the mobile home parks for the
tax assessing to be done before tax bills are due.  Allan then asked if a business is granted a permit in
January,  wouldn't  it  be another charge in March to renew?  Dawn suggested having it  prorated
(much like if you transfer your plates on a vehicle).  She added that it would probably be just a few
people that it might affect.  Jeff added that we have some businesses that don't have a permit.  We
could set all businesses to renew by March.  If we pass this before the annual town meeting, the
effective date would be ast the time of the approval by vote.  Allan Moeller said we will very likely
have a special town meeting for other issues when these could be voted on.  Jeff suggested having
the March deadline for renewal.  Also, let the businesses know they need to have a business permit.
If they don't, they could lose their CUP.  Also, if they have closed their business, they need to send a
letter to the town office to put into the records.  Dan asked who would enforce this if the businesses
do not comply.  Jeff referenced the ordinances in regard to violations.  They should just be notified
that they could lose their CUP if they don't comply.  Allan Moeller said that if their license is pulled,
the State would need to be notified.  Jeff said to put it on the license application saying what the
reprocussions can be if they fail to comply.  Allan asked about getting the info on the ordinances we
have been working on.  As there was some confusion as to who was going to do this, Jeff said he
would have Shari (recording secretary) get that information to the SB members.  Jeff asked if the PB
needs to make other changes.  Mr. Moeller said just to see whatever the PB can find out.  It was also
asked if gravel pits have to renew their business permit each year.  That's something to check on.
We will work on this to get it to the SB as soon as we can.

ITEM #3 - Old Business  - Letter to Dick Condon - Jeff began with the letter saying:
Dear Mr. Condon, The members of the Dresden Planning Board, in regard to your request

to bring a portable crusher into your pit on the Ludwig Road, hereby gives you a waiver to bring one
in for the purpose of testing and sound quality only.  It will be placed in the lowest part of your pit
for testing only.  You must provide a notice fifteen (15) days prior to the date of your plan in order
for public notification to be provided.  
Remember that this is for the testing only to be done in the presence of the Dresden CEO and Road
Commissioner(s).

ITEM #4 - New Business – None.

ITEM #5 –  Other Business – Jay asked if we would be getting ordinance books all done the same
with  the  new  changes  that  are  being  made.   Jeff  said  once  the  ordinance  changes  have  been
approved, new books will be made up for all Board members.

ITEM #6 -  Adjournment – Peter motioned; Dan seconded.  So voted at 7:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Shari Lilly (Recording Secretary)


