
Dresden Planning Board
P. O. Box 30

Dresden, Maine  04342
Meeting minutes for Wednesday,  January 25, 2023

Present – Jeff  Pierce (Chairman), Dan Hanley (Vice Chair), Steve Stone, Teresa Simpson and Peter Elvin.
Absent was  Dawn Pallis and Jeff  Holmes.  
Others present – Nathan Tribbet (applicant), Michael & Barbara Fraumeni (abutters), Gary & Judy Getchell, 
Karen Silverman, Dave Probert, Lisa & Steve Hewitt, Ryan Cote, Peter & Mary Walsh, Steve Eagles, Judy & Paul 
Tunkle, Jake Swift (residents), Daniel Swain (Town Administrator), Don Gleason (2nd Selectman), Jessica Lowell 
(KJNews), Alec Welsh (LCNews), and Shari Lilly (recording secretary).  

(This meeting was scheduled to begin at 6:00 p.m. due to having two (2) public hearings on the agenda.)
Meeting was opened at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman, Jeff  Pierce.   The Pledge of  Allegiance was recited.
The order of  the agenda was waived to begin with the public hearing for Nathan Tribbet.  

ITEM #1 - Application Review/Public Hearing - Nathan Tribbet - Application for Ledge Pit - Map R 07, 
Lot 48-48A - Middle Road (Rt. 127) -  Mr. Tribbet has brought all the required paperwork as requested by the 
PB.  
Jeff  Pierce then gave a summary of  the process that will be used to conduct the public hearing.  He then asked Mr. 
Tribbet to give a summary of  his project.  Mr. Tribbet said it would be conducting a ledge pit on the property he 
purchased on Middle Road.  His hours of  operation would be Monday - Friday 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.  The crushing 
would be from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  When asked about the number of  days, Mr. Tribbet replied that he has set 
Monday to Friday in case there is weather or other interruptions, but he may not do it each of  those days.  He 
would be doing loading on Saturdays from 7 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  He noted that in the winter, it gets dark around 4 
p.m. and in the spring/summer you would have mud, rainy days, etc. that could hold up his work. 
Jeff  P. noted that Mr. Tribbet has furnished us with his entrance permit, driveway profile, copy of  his deed and 
information on his proposed crusher.  When asked about the blasting frequency, Mr. Tribbet said it would usually 
be only 2 times a month.  Steve S. asked how many days he would plan to blast.  Mr. Tribbet replied he plans a 
week in case there are days he is unable to do it due to breakdowns, weather, etc.  He would be able to do about 
150 tons per hour and have a stockpile to feed it.  Teresa S. asked how much square footage he predicts to get out 
of  there.  Mr. Tribbet said it's 10 acres.  Would he plan to do blasting in more than one area at a time?  Mr. Tribbet 
replied he would not.  He would work on whatever the blasting company does in one area at a time.  Jeff  P. 
reminded everyone that there are specific DEP rules and regulations for blasting which he has the paperwork on.  
He added that the Town of  Dresden also has decibel limits.  They pretty much mirror the state.  
Dan H. asked if  they have to do a notification when they plan to blast?  Jeff  P. said he knows they do when they 
are blasting for a house.  Jake Swift said the blasting company usually puts out the notice.
Teresa asked how often they would blast a month?  Mr. Tribbet said that would depend on the blasting company 
and getting the material taken care of.  Asked his plans for working on Saturdays, Mr. Tribbet said that would be 
for loading only - - no crushing or blasting.

Jeff  P. opened the hearing to the public at 6:16 p.m. first asking for anyone who would like to speak in favor of  the 
project.
Jake Swift has worked with Mr. Tribbet frequently and wants to vouch for him and the way he conducts his 
business.  He knows that a lot of  people don't like pits in their back yard, which is something he is very familiar 
with as there is one near where he lives.  He feels that Mr. Tribbet would be respectful to the neighbors and the 
area and feels he should be allowed to conduct his business on his own property.

Jeff  P. then asked for anyone who would like to speak against the project.
Abutting landowner, Michael Fraumeni, said he had just found out about this a few days ago and isn't in favor of  
having a pit next to his property.  His house in on the ledge that Mr. Tribbet is planning to blast.  It is heavy 
industry with large trucks and equipment.  It was bad enough when they clear cut the area, but that can grow back.  



Mr. Tribbet will have large vehicles in and out of  that area.  The ledge is continuous to his property and Mr. 
Fraumeni has concerns that the vehicles and blasting can cause damage to his property and home.  He asked how 
the noise will be mitigated from the equipment?  We know the crusher will create a lot of  noise as he has heard 
them in other areas.  Jeff  P. replied that the TOD has noise standards that will need to be followed.  Also, as he 
had previously mentioned, the DEP has noise level requirements.  Plus, Mr. Tribbet will need to have a test done 
before he can begin his operation.  Mr. Fraumeni asked who would do the test?  Jeff  P. said it would be the town's 
CEO with a decibel meter.  Mr. Fraumeni said he had spoken with the CEO and he doesn't know anything about 
this type of  noise.  He would prefer to have some experts in that field to do the testing.
As to setbacks, Jeff  P. said the DEP has standards for setbacks, but we have them set at 150'.  Mr. Fraumeni asked 
about a bond for any damages that may be incurred by the operation.  Members of  the board said Mr. Tribbet 
should make sure the blasting company is licensed and bonded.  It was suggested to have the blasting company do 
seismic testing, but Mr. Fraumeni is concerned they wouldn't do it in the right place and wouldn't get a real seismic 
measurement. 
Another concern is the sound of  backup beepers that can cover quite a distance  Mr. Fraumeni noted that there 
are new ones that make less noise.  Mr. Tribbet said yes, they do now.
Barbara Fraumeni said Mr. Tribbet is proposing to have five (5) ten-acre projects.   If  he has 11 acres, it would 
require him to do a bigger bond and more requirements from DEP.  His proposal will help him to avoid the more 
stringent rules.  
Peter Walsh mentioned the problems this town has had with pits when something goes wrong as it has in the past 
causing it to become an issue for the town.  He feels this isn't something we should enter into lightly.  That 
perhaps we should take more time on this one.  
Judy Tunkle mentioned that she had previously lived in a town where there was a pit close to their home.  There 
was damage done, but the company did make restitution for the damages and they also did a reclamation to the 
area which is now a very nice place.  Jeff  P. said there is a reclamation requirement that has to be done when there 
is no more work in that area.  
Barbara Fraumeni has a concern about the dust that is created by the crusher knowing it can travel a good distance 
and she does have concerns of  her health due to a lung issue.  She is concerned that he will be doing crushing 
every day.  She asked how long it would take to do the ten (10) acres?  Jeff  P. said it could take years.  Mr. Tribbet 
replied that they do have water bars and standards that regulate crusher dust.  Also, the 150' setback should help.  
Jeff  P. then asked if  anyone wished to speak for or against.  Hearing none, the public hearing was closed at 6:40 
p.m.

Peter Elvin said that, in the past, we have required the owner to have a certain amount of  material to be stockpiled 
before the crusher could be used.  His concern is the number of  days and the hours that would be acceptable to 
the people in the area.  He thinks Mr. Tribbet can do other work before he does the crushing.  He has 5 ten-acre 
lots as indicated on his map, which keeps him from the more stringent rules, so he can probably find other things 
to do on it between crushings.
Steve Stone said, from past personal experience with pits, he knows how noisy it can be, but he feels things have 
changed a lot and he wants to have the noise levels at an acceptable level.  He also would like to see the pitch into 
the roadway improved on.
Teresa Simpson suggested he use a reputable blasting company, such as Maine Drilling & Blasting, who has the 
knowledge and expertise.  Also, Mr. Tribbet has the ordinances that are regulated by the State and asked who 
would keep a close eye on his operation.  Jeff  P. replied that the DEP will monitor the DBA levels and other pit 
issues.  Plus, he will be limited by the wetlands which will fall under the State and the CEO.  
Dan Hanley also has concerns about the DBAs.  Jeff  P. said that would be one of  his conditions. 
Jeff  P. stated that this type of  project is allowed under our ordinances as well as the state as long as all the 
conditions are met. 

DEP noise standards must be met.   DBA sound test to be done prior to the operation.
Certified blaster - bonded and licensed.  The blasting company can perform sismic measures in 

the holes which does help.
DEP and Town ordinances and regulations help to cover the wetlands.



Jeff  P. asked the board members if  they want to grant a CUP with all conditions listed on the map?   As they feel 
Mr. Tribbet has met his requirements, Jeff  made a motion to approve the CUP with all conditions to be listed; 
Teresa seconded the motion which passed unanimously by a show of  hands from all those present and voting.
The Public Hearing was then closed at 6:50 p.m.
 
ITEM #2 - Review minutes of  January 11, 2023 - Dan noted one correction - The minutes state that he opened 
the meeting, but actually he was not in attendance.  Peter moved to accept the minutes as amended; Teresa 
seconded. The motion was approved.

ITEM#3 - Public Hearing - Proposed Solar Energy Ordinance Moritorium -  The Planning Board members 
requested to have a moritorium on solar installations, primarily for commercial and industrial.  A survey had been 
mailed to all residents to get input as to their preference in regard to implementing a moritorium to give the PB 
time to work on an ordinance that would aid in preventing a large company from coming to town, clear-cutting a 
large acreage and installing a solar farm.   As member, Steve Stone, was instrumental in bringing this issue to our 
attention, Jeff  P. asked him to speak to the group.  Steve's fear is that we could/would lose control of  the 
farmlands and scenic areas in our town that we all have a love for.  He gave reference to a number of  towns who 
have seen their lands filled with solar farms and now regret they didn't have any ordinances put in place to help 
control them.  The survey was intended to get input from the townspeople as to their feelings about how we can 
protect our town by initiating a moritorium.  Although there was a problem with the mailing of  the survey, we did 
get 87 returns so far which is about normal for surveys.  The results were 34 yes / 53 no to the question of  
"Would you support the installation of  Commercial and/or Industrial Solar Energy."  Steve continued by noting 
that solar projects in town now would be grandfathered.  This moritorium would include those new coming in or 
the large scale installations.  Steve then read the remaining two questions and also added that the moritorium 
would not pertain to residential systems.  He continued by saying that if  someone wants to come in and install 100 
acres, we have no say in that.  In addition, the panels only last about 25 years and then they are disposed of  as 
'general waste' which has no regulations.  He added that if  anyone has any questions or comments, he wants to 
hear them.  This gives the Board an idea of  what the public wants.  He wants to make sure everyone has an input 
and understands the purpose of  this proposal.  
Lisa Hewitt asked if  this is for an ordinance or a moritorium?  Jeff  P. said we have to have a public hearing before 
we can set a town meeting so people can discuss the issue.  Then there could be three (3) outcomes - Don't do 
anything; Have no Commercial or Industrial; or have Commercial only.  Whatever the outcome, we would then 
create a moritorium.  Jeff  then gave a breakdown of  how that would work.  Lisa asked if  they would differeniate 
between the three options?  Jeff  replied we would have a breakdown of  what each would consist of.  
Paul Tunkle asked if  this meeting is to prepare for a six-month moritorium?  Jeff  said, yes, we have to have this 
hearing first, then a town meeting in fourteen (14) days.  At the town meeting, the vote will be taken as to what the 
people want.  When asked if  the voting would be done by secret ballot, Daniel Swain, the town Administrator, said 
if  the people request it, it can be done that way.  
Barbara Fraumeni asked if  the 'no' vote meant they don't want it?  Jeff  said yes.
Dave Probert said that we do have a lot of  farmland and wanted to know if  it is protected.  Steve said, no.  He gave a 
few examples; one being 926 acres in an area, of  which 620 acres of  forestry will be clear-cut.  The power coming 
out will be huge.  However, Maine doesn't get the benefits from it.  It does provide some, but the majority goes 
into the grid along New England.  Jeff  said our Comp Plan says we have to protect our scenic vistas.  This is all on 
what you folks want to see in our town.  Dave P. remarked that if  the public does endorse the solar, this Board 
would have a lot of  work to do on the ordinances.  Steve noted that the PB would be able to request a 180 day 
extension in order to work on it.  Jeff  said, as long as we are making forward progress.  He also mentioned the 
issue of  what the solar can do to the area, the wildlife and the plant/insect life, but if  it's high enough, it doesn't 
restrict the wildlife nor the growth of  vegetation.  
Paul Tunkle stated that he likes the look of  solar farms.  
Kathleen Kenney has concerns of  the farmlands.  She asked about some of  the classifications and also where Steve 
got a lot of  his information from.  Steve said he has compiled a lot of  information from various places and he 
would be happy to share it with her. 
We would need to make sure the remediation plan is strict enough to turn the property back to farmland.  Steve 



said many places do have strict regulations such as pollinators that they need.  We need to have something to 
protect the town.  Jeff  said we would need to have more public hearings to get more info to and input from the 
people.
Judy Tunkle asked if  we would have experts on the solar energy systems come in to talk on this as we all have a lot 
to learn.   Barbara Fraumeni added that, depending on what the vote is at a town meeting, you need to have 
experts to give the information first so people will have the knowledge they need to make an informed decision.  
Implications from the experts need to be given out to the public.
Daniel Swain (T.A.) suggested that the vote be on the moritorium because if  that passes, we will not need to move 
on anything as it will give us the 180 day moritorium.  That would be the only question for the special town 
meeting on this.  
Steve Eagles asked if  we are expecting the PB to develop the ordinance.  Yes, that is what they do and then it has to 
be presented to the SB for review before it can be voted on by the townspeople. 
Ryan Cote said he loves solar panels and he loves Dresden.  However, he's not crazy about having a industrial solar 
park.  He thinks we are changing the complexity of  Dresden by allowing a ledge pit without a lot of  time and 
discussion, but we take a lot of  time discussing solar.  He is in favor of  the residential and any that can be hidden, 
but doesn't want to see land destroyed for a large solar area.  
Lisa H. asked Steve if  he has a website link for the information he has and can he give it to Daniel to put on the 
town website?  Steve said a lot of  his information came from all the research he has done through the internet and 
contacting other towns.  

Barbara F. wanted to let the PB know that we need to make sure we have our times posted in places where it is 
visible; especially when it is changed.  She noted that everything she saw was different than the time we held 
tonight's meeting.  Jeff  explained to her that the secretary posts the agendas with the times at the town office, post 
office and Dresden Take Out.  He added that the abutting landowners all received notice that the first public 
hearing would start at an earlier time.  We will try to make sure the correct times are also put on the sign board at 
the town office.  

ITEM #4 - Adjournment -With no further business for this evening, Dan made a motion to adjourn; Teresa 
second.  So voted at 7:37 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,
Shari Lilly (Recording Secretary)


