
Dresden Planning Board
P. O. Box 30

Dresden, Maine  04342
Meeting minutes for Wednesday**,  December 14, 2022

Present – Dan Hanley (Vice Chair), Dawn Pallis, Steve Stone, Jeff Holmes, and Teresa 
Simpson.
Absent was Jeff Pierce (Chairman) and Peter Elvin.  
Others present – Allan Moeller (representing applicant Nathan Tribbet), Jake Swift (resident), 
and Shari Lilly (recording secretary).  

Meeting was opened at 6:30 p.m. by Vice Chairman, Dan Hanley.   The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited.

ITEM #1 - Review minutes of November 09, 2022 (no meeting on Nov. 23 for a 
holiday) - Dawn moved to accept the minutes as written; Jeff H. seconded. The motion was 
approved by a show of hands from all those present and voting. 

ITEM #2 - Preliminiary Review - Nathan Tribbet - Application for Ledge Pit - Map R 
07, Lot 48-48A - Middle Road (Rt. 127) -  Allan Moeller is representing Mr. Tribbet who was 
unable to attend this meeting.  Mr. Moeller presented the PB members with copies of the plan 
to develop a Ledge Pit on property that Mr. Tribbet has recently purchased.  There would not 
be any type of blasting (at this time), but would require the use of a jackhammer-type 
equipment to break up the ground.  The State has been contacted and given their approval.  
Mr. Moeller noted that there is water in an area, but the State does not see any problem with 
that.  They have been working with the State (DOT) in regard to the entrance permit.  There is 
an existing entrance, but it will need to be widened.  The State also said there is no setbacks, 
but Mr. Tribbet plans to have one that is 100' and will leave an existing buffer.  Although no 
blasting is planned at this time, eventually he will need to.  There will not be a large amount of 
the work done and it will be long-term.  
Steve asked where the driveway is.  Mr. Moeller said it's an existing one just off Middle Road a 
few hundred feet from James' Eddy Road which had been created by the previous owner when 
some logging was done.  
Mr. Moeller added that they will have a crusher which will be one of the newer ones that isn't 
very loud, but will be a portable one which MDOT has okayed.  Much of the material can be 
taken to Mr. Tribbet's pit.  Dan noted that they will still need to follow the noise ordinance.  
Steve asked where the pit is located.  Mr. Moeller said it is the pit once owned by Glenn Jacobs 
on Cedar Grove Road.  It is now part of the MTN/Main Street Fuel business.  Dan is 
concerned if it could be a disturbance to the neighbors, but Mr. Moeller said there are only a 
couple in the area and there is considerable distance.  
The application packet contains a map indicating the area.  Mr. Moeller told the members that 
they can only do ten (10) acres at a time.  Dan asked when he would like to start, to which the 
reply was as soon as he can get in there; adding that winter can sometimes make it easier to 
break up.  
Dawn would like to have Mr. Tribbet present for a discussion.  Mr. Moeller said he could face-



time him, but it was noted that this is only a preliminary review so we will have the chance to 
have Mr. Tribbet present moving forward with the application.  Mr. Moeller noted that he is 
working with Mr. Tribbet to get things set up and find out what the PB will need for future 
information.  
Steve asked about the water in the area.  Mr. Moeller said there is one area that the State has 
already checked out and said it would not be a problem.  
Teresa asked who had done the map.  Mr. Moeller said it was someone from DEP that Mr. 
Tribbet knows who helped him draw it up.  Teresa added that as a certified surveyor didn't do 
the drawing, she wants to make sure that the set backs are in order.  She would prefer to have a 
certified surveyor map with the surveyor's signature.  Would also like the 2' - 5' intervals and 
the contours.
Mr. Moeller said that Mr. Tribbet does want to get down the rest of the trees that was left after 
the logging operation was done so he can get more area cleared.  
With nothing further at this time, we will put Mr. Tribbet's project on the agenda for the 
January 11th meeting.

ITEM#3 - Old Business - Workshop - a.)  Solar installations/ordinance - Steve reported 
that at the last Select Board meeting, he talked to them and let them know the PB members will 
be developing a questionnaire to present to them for sending to townspeople in a survey form.  
He had pushed the SB and the people in attendance to work quickly on a moritorium.  He 
mentioned a company named 'Davie's ...' had been in town taking pictures of fields near his 
home.  He later learned they are developers of solar farms.  He had spoken with Town 
Administrator, Daniel Swain, to see if he had information.  Daniel said he has talked to the 
attorney who is getting information for us.  
Dan said the most important question, to him, would be asking if the people would like to see 
solar panels spoiling our scenic areas.  When mentioned Morris Farm in Wiscasset, it was noted 
that it is now 'commercial' because it shares the solar with others surrounding them.
Teresa said, solar farms take up a lot of farm lands, so how are we going to continue to provide 
food if the farmlands are taken over by solar.  Steve noted that some towns do restrict the 
amount of land they can use.
In going over the proposed questions, Steve began with each one being open to discussion.
Question #1 - Do you support commercial & industrial solar?
If the people respond with a 'no', they wouldn't need to go any further on the questionnaire.
All members agree on this question.
Residential - we need to make sure people know what the difference is compared to 
commercial or industrial.  The ordinance could restrict the number of acres, but still be friendly 
to the residential.  Members agree.
Steve continued going through the list of possible questions adding we need to have the right 
wording.   We should have it pertain only to Commercial & Industrial and that it would not 
affect the residential or personal installations of solar.
Question #2 - It was decided to have this one ask if people would support limiting the acreage 
of Commercial or Industrial.
Question #3 - To ask if people want to have restrictions of solar in various land use districts.  
Explanation of the districts can be found in the Land Use Ordinances at the town office or on 
the town website for those residents who are not familiar with the various districts.



Question #4 - Allowing forested acreage to be clear-cut to accommodate large-scale solar 
installations.  The members all agreed to disallow this question.  
Having a sample form that was used in a previous survey, we will list each question with a place 
to mark yes or no and a comment space.
We will go with the top three (3) questions (as listed above).
We will have an explanation of Commercial & Industrial.
Have the survey returned in a timely manner so we can move quickly on this.
Our primary focus is Question #1 to find out if people do support Commercial/Industrial.
Steve mentioned that, in June, the State is going to put in place a requirement for companies to 
have a decommission plan.  
We need to let the people know that we are just trying to protect them and our town.  We'll get 
a draft ready for the next SB meeting.

ITEM #4 - New Business - None.  

ITEM #5 - Other Business  - None.  Reminder - We will not meet on Wednesday, 
December 28th due to the New Year's holiday.  Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, 
January 11, 2023

ITEM #6 - Adjournment - Dawn motioned; Jeff H. seconded.  So voted at 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Shari Lilly (Recording Secretary)

**REMINDER:  We are now meeting on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month.  Please make 
sure you have this change on your calendar.


