
Dresden Planning Board
P. O. Box 30

Dresden, Maine  04342
Meeting minutes for Wednesday,  February 08, 2023

Present – Jeff  Pierce (Chairman), Dan Hanley (Vice Chair), Steve Stone, Dawn Pallis, Teresa Simpson and Peter 
Elvin.
Absent was Jeff  Holmes.  
Others present –  Shari Lilly (recording secretary).  

The meeting was opened at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman, Jeff  Pierce.  The Pledge of  Allegiance was recited.

ITEM #1 - Review minutes of  January 25, 2023 - Dan moved to accept the minutes as amended; Peter 
seconded. The motion was approved.

ITEM #2 - Old Business - Update - Solar Energy Special Town Meeting - Jeff  reported that the vote to 
apply a moritorium on the installation of  solar was unanimous.  Steve added that this gives us 180 days to work on 
the development of  an ordinance.   Jeff  said we'll all need to do some homework.  Teresa acknowledged Steve for 
all the work he has done to bring this to us and the townspeople.  Jeff  said that with the 180 days they have to 
work on this, we do need to bring as much information to the public as we can.  He noted that he met a resident 
at the special town meeting named Kurt Strauch who works on solar.  So he would be a good one to meet with for 
any information he could provide.  Jeff  will ask him to attend a meeting at some point.  Teresa wants to advertise 
this as much as we can in hopes to get more public in attendance.  Jeff  wants to begin working on what we want to 
focus on.  We can also look at what other towns have implemented.  Steve suggested looking at our Comp Plan to 
see what we need to apply.  Jeff  is in agreement to do that.  We need to look at the setting, removal, bonding or if  
the entity should go out of  business.  Steve mentioned there has been a State law passed that provides some 
regulations.  He said that he put 20 panels on his house in 2015.  He doesn't see going 20 years with them and 
then taking them off, so he feels they will be replaced with new ones.  When asked if  the town would see a 
reduction in power cost, the reply was that you don't unless you demand a percentage go to the town.  
For the next meeting, we don't need to look at any more than 4 or 5 good ideas from other towns.  We'll check 
into the Comp Plan.  This one does need to be redone and updated, but is useful for us.  Peter mentioned that 
previously it had been said 88% of  our power goes out of  state.  Is this something we need to look at?  Jeff  & 
Steve said they encourage everyone to look at TSO New England.  This is power priced by the minute - on 
demand.  An example is that when it's really cold, everyones heating units demand more power.
Teresa asked what is the life stage of  a solar array.  Where do you dispose of  it?  Jeff  said that, as we lay this out 
each meeting, we can look at other towns to see what they have, then contact Mr. Strauch to come in for 
discussions on it.  We will make sure the public knows so they can attend.  We can do every other meeting, 
whether it's an expert or somone from DEP.  This helps to build the knowledge and be able to give expert 
information to the public.  Teresa said it will also give credibility to this Board.  Jeff  suggested that everyone 
choose an element to focus on.  Check other town ordinances.  He wants people who are a neutal party - not 
those who install or take them down.  Steve has five (5) examples of  ordinances from other towns now.  He and 
Jeff  said we don't have to "reinvent the wheel".  There are bits and pieces from each one.  Steve also provided 
copies of  some information he was given by a resident.  Teresa mentioned one area in Woolwich that doesn't have 
any regulations as far as height limits, etc.  She feels this is something we should do.  Steve gave examples of  other 
areas that are putting in more panels and all the land that is being clear cut to do that.  Teresa asked how much a 
town gets from these.  Does the PUC regulate what comes out of  them?  Jeff  replied the town automatically 
charges for business equipment such as poles, lines, etc.  The PUC sets the rates for payers.  Towns can request a 
specific rate.  Steve gave one example - Farmington gets $100,000 from the solar company.  Also, they pay the 
property tax for the land they are leasing.  Jeff  asked the members if  they knew why the majority of  tomato 
greenhouses are in Madison, Maine.  He replied that when Hydro Connecticut came in and wanted them to use 
only the power from their company, they offered it at .03 per kw hour for 75 years.  Couldn't beat that deal.
Steve said that if  we want to make this ordinance simple, just don't include commercial or industrial.  Teresa said 



that's true, but we want to do our due diligence and make sure the people get as much information from the 
experts as possible.  We explore it, then provide the best for the town.  That's what we're here for.  
Steve said he needs someone to get the surveys to the post office boxes that didn't get them the first time the 
survey was mailed out.  
Members are going to look over the examples that Steve has provided to check what they feel will be the best fit 
for us.  Jeff  said to pencil down your likes and dislikes so we can discuss them at the next meeting.

ITEM#3 - New Business - a.)  Jeff  said that Mr. Fraumeni was not happy about the way the posting was done 
for the Nathan Tribbet ledge pit public hearing so he may be looking at a law suit due to that.  We do know that 
our postings and notices were done in the timely manner as required, but we'll see what happens.  Asked if  we can 
discuss this off  the record, Jeff  replied absolutely not as this is a public meeting so everything has to be open and 
above board.  He asked that no one discuss this at any time with anyone.
b.)  Jeff  asked the members if  they would like to move the meetings to begin at 6 p.m.  It was good with some of  
the members, but others can't make it any earlier due to work, etc. especially in the warmer months.  Jeff  said we'll 
continue at the 6:30 p.m. time and we can consider this again, perhaps in the fall.  

ITEM #4 - Other Business -  Steve asked if  we still have business with Mr. Tribbet as we haven't signed 
anything yet.  Jeff  said he is still getting his map ready and as soon as he does, members will be notified and can go 
to the town office to sign.

ITEM #5 - Adjournment -With no further business for this evening, Peter made a motion to adjourn; Dawn 
second.  So voted at 7:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,
Shari Lilly (Recording Secretary)


